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CONSIDERATIONS 
About 
VW1T CRCRAFT. 
In 
A Letter to Robert Hunt Eſquire. 


SIR, 
Be HE frequent and late dealings 
you have had in the Fxami- 


have brought you the rrou- 
ble of ſome (onſiderations on the ſubjefF, which | 
though they are the carelels and haſty pro- 
ducts of a fitting or two, may yet, | hope at- 
ford you ſome not unreaſonable accounts 
of the odd phenomena of Witchcraft and Faſci- 
nation , and contribute to the Defence of the 
Fruth and certainly of Matters which. you 

B know 


2 Come ( 0nſaderations about Wichcraft. 


know by Experiments that could not deceive, in 
ſpite of the little exception; of thole that are re- 
ſolved: to belicve nothing 1n affairs of this 
nature. 

Andit any thing were to be much admired in 
an £ze of Wonders, not onely of Nature (which 
-! conſtant Prodigy) but of Men and Manners : 
it would be to me matter of Aſtoniſhment , 
that Hen, otherwile witty and ingenious, are 
fall'n into the conceit that there's yo ſuch thing 
as a Witch or Apparition, but thart theſe are the 
creatures of Melancholy and Superſtition, foſter'd 
by ignorance and deſign; which, comparing the 
confidence of their dis belief with the evidence 
of the things dented, and the weakneſs of their 
gr:unds , would almoſt ſuggeſt , that them- 
ſelves are an argument of what they deny : and 
tha: ſo confident an Opinion) could not be 
held upon ſuch inducements , but by ſome 
Kind of Witchcraft and Faſcination in the Fancy. 
And perhaps that evil Spirit, whoſe influences 
they will not allow in Actions aſcribed to 
{uch Caules, hath a greater hand and intereſt 
in their Propoſition than they are aware of. 
For that ſubtil Enemy of Mankind (fince Pro- 
vidence will not permit him to miſchief us 
without our own concurrence) attempts that 


by ſtratagem and artifice, which he could ne- 
Ver 
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ver effe& by open ways of atting, and the ſuc- 
cels of all wiles depending upon their ſecrecy 
and concealment , his influence 1s never more 
dangerous than when his agency 1s leaſt ſuſpe- 
fred, In order therefore to the carrying on 
the dark and hidden d:figns he manageth a- 
oainſt our Happinels, and our Souls, he can- 
not expect to advantage himſelt more, than 
by inſinuating a beliet, That there is no ſuch 
thing as himſelf , but that fear and fancy make 
Devils now, as they did Gods of old. Nor 
can he ever draw the aflent of men to ſo dan- 


geruus an aſſertion, while the ſtanding ſenſible 


evidences of his exiſtence in his practices by 
and upon his In/tiraments are not diſcredited 
and removed, 

'Tis doubtleſs therefore the intereſt of 
this 4zent of darkneſs to have the world be- 
lieve, that the notion they have of him is bur a 
phantome and conceit ; and in order thereun- 
to, That the ſtories of Witches, Apparitions, 
and indeed every thing that brings tidings of 
another world , are but melancholick Dreams 
and pious Romances And when men are ar- 
riv'd thus far, to think there are no diabolical 
contratis or apparitions, their belief that there 
are luch Spirits, reſts onely upon their Faith 
and Reverence to the Divine Oracles, which 
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we have little rcalon to apprehend fo great in 
fuch aflertors, -as ro command much from 
heir aſſent, elpecially in luch things in. which 
ThCy nave corrupt intereſts againlt ther eVi- 
nce. So that he that -chinks tnere 1s no 
itch, believes a Devil gratis, or atleaſt upon 
tuch inducements which he 15 like to and 
himſelf diſpoled tro deny when he piealeth. 
And when men are arrived to this degree of 

diffidence and infidelity , we are beholden to 
£1 if they believecicher Angel or Spiric, Re- 
ſurrethion of the Body, or Immort. ity of Souls. 
Theſe things hang together in a (hain of 
connexion, atleaſt in thele mens Hypotheſis 
and ts buc an happy chance if he that hath 
lott cnc link hold another. So that the vitals 
ol Religion being ſo much interreſſed in this 
tubject, ic will not cbeim pertinent particularly 
to dilcourle it. 


And in order to the proof that there have 
been, andare unlawfull confederacies with evil 
ſpirits, by vertue of which the belliſh accom» 
plies perform things above their natural 
powers; | muſt premile, that this being mat- 
tr Of Fatt, 1s only capable of the evidence of 
authority nd ſenſe: And by both theſe, Ne 
D.11g of Witches and diabolical contrafts . 


moſt abundantly confirm'd. All Eiſtories are 


full 


re 
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iull of the exploits of choſe Inſtruments of 
dark:efe, and the teftimony of all Ares, not Ones 
ly of the rude and tarbarons, bur I the molt 
civiliz'd and bolifÞ'd world, brings tidings of 
their ltrange pertormances. We have t the. atte- 
ſtation of thoulands of eye and ear-witnelles, 
and thoſe nor of the cafly deceivable vulgar 
onely, bur of wile and grave dilcerners, and 
that when no intereſt could oblige them to 
agree together in a common Lie : I ſay, we 
hay e the ligh: ot all thele circumſtances to con- 
firm us in the belief of things done by per- 
jons of deſpicable power and Knowledge, 

beyond the reach of Art and ordinary Natur 2; 
fanding g publick Records have been kept ol 
thele well atteſted Relations, and Fpocha's 
made of thoſe unwonted events. Laws in 
many Nations have been enacted againſt 
thoſe vile practiſes; thoſe among the Jews and 
our 01 are notorious ; {uch caſes have been of- 
cen determined near us, by wiſe and reverend 
Tudzes , upon clear and convictive evidence : 
and thouſands in our own Nation have lut- 
tered death tor their vile compatts with apos 
ſtate ſpirits, All rhele I mig the largely prove 
10 their particular inſtances, 'butthar *is nor 
needful , fince thole thar deny che being of 
Witches , "4; it not out of ignorance of thele 


Heads 


6 Some (onfiderations about Witchcraft, 


Heads of Argument , of which probably 
they have heard a thouſand times, but from 
an apprebenfton that ſuch a belief is abſurd, and 
the things mpoſuble. And upon thele prelumps- 
tions they contemn all demonitrations of 
' this nature, ard are hardned againſt con- 
viction. And think, thoſe that can believe 
all Hiſtories are Romances, that all the wiſer 
world have agrecd together to juggle man- 
kind into a common belict of unerounded fa- 
bles, thatthe ſound ſenſes of multitudes together 
may deceive them, and Laws are built upon 
(hymera's ; thatthe graveſt and wiſeſ# Judges 
have been urderers, and the ſazeſt perſons 
Fouls, or deſigning Impoſtors : I lay, thoſe that 
can believe this heap of ablurdities, are either 
more credulous than thole whole credulity they 
reprehend, or elſe have ſome extraordinary 
evidence of their per{waſion, viz, That 'tis abs 
ſurd and impoſvible there ſhould be a Witch or Appas 
rition. And I am confident, were thole little 
appearances remoy'd, which men have form'd 
in their fancies againſt the belief of ſuch 
things, their ey:deuce would make its way to 
their aſſent , without any more arguments 
than what they know already to enforce it, 
T here 1s nothing then neceſſary to be done, 
in order to the eltabliſhing the beliet I would 


reconcile 
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reconcile to men's minds, but to endeavour 
the removal of thoſe prejudices they have re- 
ceived againſt it, the chief of which I ſhall 
particularly deal with ; and I degin with that 


bold 4ſſer tion, T hat 
(1) The notion of a Spirit is impoſhble 


and contradiftious, and conſequently ſo is that of 
Wirches , the belicf of which is founded on that 
DofEtrine, 


To which 0bje&ion I anſwer, (1) It the no- 
tion of a Spirit be lo abſurd as is pretended, thar 
of a God, and a Soul, diſtm& from matter and 
immortal, is likewiſe an ab/urdity. And then 
that the world was jumbled into this elegant 
and orderly Fabrick by chance; and that our 
Souls areonely parts of Matter, that came to- 
gether we know not whence, nor how, and 
{hall again ſhortly be diſſelv'd into thole l-eſe 
Atoms that compound them ; 7 hat all our con- 
ceptions are but the thruſting of one part of 
matter againſt another; and the Jdea's of our 
minds meer blind and caſual motions; T hele 
and a thouſand more the proflieſt impoſoibili- 
ties and abſurdities, conlequents of this Frope- 


fition, That the notion of a Spirit is abſurd, will 


be ſad certainiics and demon/trations. And with 
ot {uch 
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ble intelleftual Agents, of nature like unto our 
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{ch Aſlercors I would ceale to diſcourſe about 
Witches and Apparittons, and addrels my lelt to 
obtain their affent ro truths infinitely more | 
Sacrcd. | 
And yet (2) though it ſhould be granted . 
them, that a ſubſtance mmaterial 1s as much a | 
contradiction as they can fancy ; yetthe Ar and 
all the Regions above us may have their mvi/- 


Souls, be that whatit will; and ſome of them 
at leaſt as much degenerate as the vileſt and 
molt miſchievous among Men. This, I lay, |;- 
way reaſonably enough be ſuppoled, though, 
as 1 intimated above, the Atheiſt hath an- 
other chain of conſequences, And this Hypotheſis 
will be enough to ſecure the poſubility of 
Witches and Apparitions : and that all the upper 
Stories of the Univerſe are furniſh'd with 11- 
habitants , "tis infinitely reaſonable to con- 
clude from the analogy of Nature :\Since we lee 
there 1s nothing ſo contemptible and vile in 
the world we reſide in, but hath its living 
creatures that dwell upon it ; the Earth, the 
Water, the inferiour Air ; the Bodies of Animals, 
the fleſh, the skin, the entrads , the leaves, the 
roots, the ſtalks of Vegetables ; yea and all kind 
of Minerals in the ſubterraneous Regions: I lay, 
all thele bave their proper Inhabitants , yea, I 
76 {uppoſe 
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ſuppoſe this Rule may hold in all diftin& 
kinds of bodies in the world, That they have 
their peculiar Animals. Thecertainty of which 
I believe the improvement of microſcopical obſer- 
vations will diſcover. From whence I infer, 


Thar fince this little ſpot is ſo thickly peopled in 


every Atom of it, 'tis weakneſs to think thacr 
all the vaſt ſpaces above, and hollows under 
ground, are deſert and uninhabited. And if both 
the ſuperiour and lower Continents of the Univerſe 
have their inhabirants alſo , *tis exceedingly 


- improbable, arguing from the ſame analogy, that 


they are all ot the meer ſenſible nature, but that 
there are at leaſt ſome of the Rational and Intel- 
leftual Orders. Which ſuppoſed, there is good 
foundation for the belief of Witches and Appari- 
tions, though the notion of a Spirit ſhould prove 
abſurd and unphiloſophical. And (o this firſt Ob- 
je&ion comes to nothing. I deſcend thento 
the ſecond Prejudice, which may bethus form- 
ed in behalf of the 0bjefors. 

(2) There are Aftions in moſt of thoſe Relati- 
ons aſcribed to Witches,which are ridiculous and 
impoſlible in the nature of things; ſuch are 
(1) their flying out of windows, after they have 
annointed themſelves, to remote places. (2) Their 
transformation into Cats, Hares,and other Crea- 


tures. (3) Their feeling all the hurts in their own 


C b odies 
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bodies which thy bave receivedinthele. (4)T heir 
railing Tempelts, by muttering ſome nonſenſical 
words, or performing ſome little ridiculous ceremos 
nies. 2nd (5) their beins luck'd in a certain pri- | 
pate place of thar bodies by a Famulliar. Theſe 
are preſumed to be actions inconſiſtent with the nia- 
ture of Spirits, and above the powers of thoſe pour 
and miſerable Azents. And therefore the ObjcCti- 
on ſuppoſeth them performed only by the fancy; and 
hat the while myſtery of Witchcraft # but an 
illuſion of crahe imagination, 

But to this Objection I return, (1) inthe ge- | 
neral, The more ab/urd and unaccountable thele | 
aCtions /cem, the greater confirmations are they 
to me of the truth of thoſe Relations, and the 
reality of what the Objeftors would deſtroy. For 
thele circumſtances being exceeding unlikely, 
judging. by the meaſures of common belick, 
Tis the greater probability they are not fititis 

018 ; For the contrivers of Fiftions ule to form 
them as near as they can conformably to the | 
molt-unſuſpefed realities, endeayouringto make | 
them look as like truthasis poſſible inthe main 
ſuppoſals, though withal they make them 
ſtrange inthe circumſtance, None but a fool 
*or 'mad-man would relate with a purpoſe of 
having ir believed, that he ſaw in Ireland, Mer 
with boofs'on their beads, and eyes in their poſte- 


FIOYS :. 


# 


to affirm that thoſe | c 
"which we conceir impoſcable, is boldly ro (tine 
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riors ; or, it any ſhould be fo ridiculouſly vain, 
as to be ſerious in fuch an incredible Romance, 
i: cannot be ſuppoſed that all Travellers that 
come into thoſe parts after him ſhould tell 
the ſame ſtory. There is large field in fiftion 
and if all thoſe Relations were arbitrary compoſi - 
tions, doubtlels the firſt Romancers would have 
framed them more agreeable to the common 
doctrine of Spirits ; atleaſt, after theſe /#pprſed 
abſurdities had been a thouſand times laugh'd 
at, people by this time would have learn'd to 
corre&t rhole obnoxious extravagancies; and 
though they have not yet more veracity than 
the Ages of Ignorance and Siperſlition, yet one 
would expect they ſhould have got more cun- 


ning. This fuppos'd impoſibility then of thelc 


performances, {cems to me a probable argument 
that they are not willuland deſigned forgeries. 
And if they are Phantyes, *tis ſomewhart ſtrange 
that Imagination which is the moſt various thing 
in all the world, ſhould infinitely repeat the 
fame conceit in all times and places. 

| Bur again (2) the ſtrange Afions related of 
Witches, and preſumed inipoſible, are not aſcri- 


bed to their own powers; but tothe Agency 


of thoſe wicked C enfederat they imploy : And 
{ wed tink ft 


evil ſpirits cannot. do that 


C2 the 
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the powers of Creatures, whoſe natures 
and faculties we know.not, and to meaſure 
the world of ſpirits by the narrow rules of. our 
own impotent beings. We lee among our ſelves 
the performances of Jome out-go the conceite 
and poſsubilities of others 3 and we know many 
things may be done by-the Mathematicks and 
Mechanick Artifice which common heads think 
impoſSible to be effeed by the honeſt ways of 
Art and Nature, And doubtleſs the /ubtilries 
and powers of thole miſchievous Fiends are as 
much beyond the regch and a&ivities of the 
moſt'knowiny Agents among us., as theirs are 
beyond the wit and ability of the moit 74s 
Pick and illiterate; Sothattheutmoit that any 
man's teaſonin the world can amount to in. 
This particular, is onely this, that he cannat 
conceive how ſuch-things-can be performed. 
which onely argues the weakneſs and imper- 
feFtion of our. knowledge and apprebenſions, not | 
the impoſſibility of thoſe performances; and 
we can no 'more from hence form an_ Argu- 
ment againſt them, then againſt the moſt o7dis 
wary effetts .in.Nature. We cannot: conceive - 
how the Fetus is form'd inthe womb., nor as 
much as .how a Plant ſprings. from.the Earth 
we tread on; we know not. how our .Souls 
. maave the :Body, [nor how thele diſtant and. 
” extreme. 
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| extreme natures are united - And if wearcigno- 
| rant of the moſt obvious things about us, and 
' the moſt conſederable within our lelves, tis then 
| no wonder that we know. not the conſtitution 

and powers of the Creatures, to whom we are 
{uch ſtrangers. Briefly then, matters of fat 
well proved ought not to be dexied, becauſe we 
cannot conceive how they can be perform'd. 
Nor is ita reaſonable method of inference, farit 
to preſume the thing impoſſible, and thence 
| to conclude that the fa# cannot be proved. 
. On the contrary, we ſhould judge of the. 
| affion hy the evidence , and not the evidence 
by the meaſures of our fancies about the atis. 
on. This 1s proudly to exalt our own opinions. 
above the cleareſt teſtimonies, -and moſt [rnſio 
ble demonſtrations of fa : .and 1o to give the 
Lie to all Mankind, rather then diſtruſt the. 
little conceits of our bold imaginations, Burt yet. 
further, 

(3) I think there is. nothing in the 1. 
ſtances -mention'd, bur what may as well be. 
accounted for the Rules of Reafon.and Phis 
bfophy as the . ordinary. affairs of Nature. For. 

in relolving atural Phenomena, we can only. 

aſhgn the prubable cauſes, ſhewing how things 
maybe, not preſuming how-they are, And ia 
the particulars under our  Examen , ,we may. 

| QLVE - 


© 


14 Some (onſiderations about Witchcraft. 


ive an account how *tis poſſible, and not 
unlikely, that ſuch things (though ſomewhar 
varying from the common rode of Nature) 
may be a&ted. And it our narrow and con- 
tracted minds can furniſh us with apprehen- 
ſions of the way and manner of ſuch perform- 
ances, though perhaps not the. true ones, 'tis 
an argument that ſuch things may be effected 
by creatures, whoſe powers and knowledge 
are {o vaſtly exceeding ours. ' I ſhall endea- 
vour therefore briefly to ſuggeſt ſome things 
thar may render the poſſibility of theſe per- 
formances conceivable, in order to the removal 
of this Objeftion , that they are contradiftions 
and impoſible. © 
For the Firſt then, That the confederate Spis 
rit ſhould tranſport the Witch through the Air 
to the place of general Rendezvous , there is 
no difficulty in conceiving; and if that be 
true which great Philoſophers athrm con- 
cerning the real ſeparability of the Soul from 
the Body withour death ; there is yet [ſs , for 
then 'tis eaſte 'to apprehend, ' that the Soul, 
having left irs groſs and ſluz giſh Body behind ir, 
and being cloath'd only with its immediate 
vehicle of Air, or more ſubtile matter, may be 
quickly condudted to: any place it would ibe 
at,” by thole officious Spirits that attend "It. 
And 


Some ( on{iderations about Witchcraft, + 
And though I adventure to athrm Bs 
concerning ME trath and certainty of this ſuppo- 


 \ ſition, yet | muſt necds ſay, it doth not ſeem to 
| me wnreaſonable, And our experience of Apo- 


plexies, Epilepſies , Extaſies, and the ſtrange 
things men report to have foep during thole 


deliquiums, look: favourably upon this compefure: 
which ſeems t9-me to contradict. ng principle 
of Reaſon or Philofoph by, ſince Death confilts 
not ſo much in. the aftual ſeparation of Soul and 
Body, as, in the indiſpoſat tron and, nyfitueſs.of the. 
Body for vital union, 24s an. excellent. Philoſo- 
oh hath made good. On which Aypotheſis, 
the Witches annointing her ſelf before ſhe rakes 
her flight, may perhaps ſerve to keep the Body 
tenautable & in. far diſpaſition-to receive the Spirit 
at its return. Theſe things, I ſay, we may con- 
ceive, though I affirm nothing abour them ; 

and there 4 is nothing in {uch conceptions * bur 
what hath _ ag by men. of worth 


&@& 4  _ +4 & 


on ng in the bady.or out of the body, I = 


rell] except the Soul may be ſeparated fromthe 
Body 
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Body withour death; which it it be granted 
poſable, "ris ſufficient for my purpoſe. And 

(2) The Transformations of Witches tnto the | 
ſhapes of other Animals, upon the fame ſuppoſal 
15 very conceivable, fince then 'tis ealze enough 
to imagin, that the power of imagination may 
form thoſe paſſive and phable vehicles into thoſe 
ſhapes , with more eaſe then the fancie of the 
Mother can the ſtubborn matter of the Fetus 
in the womb, as we ſee it frequently doth in | 
the inſtances that occur of Siznatures and mon- | 

 firows Singularities; And perhaps ſometimes 
the confederate Spirit puts tricks upon the. ſenſes | 
of the ſþetators , and thoſe ſhapes are onely 
iliuftons. 

But then (3) when they feel the burts in 
their groſs bodies, that they receive in their azry 
vehicles, they muſt be fuppoſed to have been 
really preſent, ar leaſt in thele latter; and 'ris | 
no more-difficult to apprehend how the hurts 
of thoſe ſhould be tranſlated upon their other | 
bedies, then how diſeaſes ſhould be inflifted by | 
the imagination, or how the fancy of the Mother | 
ſhould wound the Fetws, as ſeveral credible re- 
fations do atteſt. : 

And (4)tor their raiſing ftorms and tempeſts, 
they do it not, beſure, by their own, but by the 
poder of the Prince of the Air, their friend and * | 

| allie, | 


Some Conſiderations abent Witchcraft. 17 
allie, and the Ceremonies that are injoin'd them, 
are doubtleſs nothing elſe but entertainments 
for their imaginations,and are likely deſign'd to 
perſuade them, that they do theſe ſtrange things 
themſelves. 

And (laſtly) for their being ſuck'd by. the 
Familiar, I lay (1) we know fo little of the na- 
ture of Demons and Spirits, that 'tis no won- 
der we cannot certainly divine the reaſon of 
lo ſtrange an a&tion. And yet (2) we may con- 
je&ture at ſome things that may render it leſs 
improbable. For ſome have thought that the 
Genii (whom both the Platonical and Chriſtian 
Antiquity thought embodied) are recreated by the 
reeks and vapours of humane bloud and the ſþirits 
that derive from them. Which ſuppoſal (it 
we grant them bodies) is not unlikely, every 
thing being refreſh'd and nouriſh'd by its like. 
And that they are not perfeAly ab/irat from 
all body and matter, befides the reverence we 
owe to the wileſt antiquity, there are ſeyeral 
conſiderable arguments I could alledge to 
render it exceeding probable. Which things 
{uppoled, the Devil's fucking the Sorcereſs is no 
great wonder , nor difficule to be accounted 
or. Or perhaps (;) this may be onely a diabo- 
lical Sacrament and (eremony to confirm the 
belliſh covenant. To which I adde, (4) Thar 

Ls which 
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which to me ſeems moſt probable, viz. Tha | 


the Familiar doth not onely ſuck the Witch, 
buc in the a&tion infuleth ſome poiſonous 
ferment intd her, which gives her imagination 
and ſpirits a magical tinftire, whereby they be- 

come miſchievouſly influential : and the word 
| Yenefica intimates ſome ſuch matrer. Now 
that the imagination hath a mighty power 1n 
operation , is {cen in the juſt now mention'd 
Signatures and Diſeaſes that it cauleth ; and 
that the fancy 15 modified by the qualities of th 
blond and ſpirits, is too evident to need proot : 
which thinps ſuppoſed, *tis plain to conceive 
that the evil ſpirit having breath'd ſome vile 
vapour into the body of the Witch , it may taint 
her bloud and ſpirits with a noxious quality, by 


which her infefed imagination , heightned by 


melancholy, and this worſe cauſe, may do much 
hurt upon bodjes that are impreſſive by ſuch #n- 
fluences. And'tis very likely that this ferment 
diſpoſeth the imagination of the Sorcereſs to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
+ 


Cauſe the mentioned 45«4»"s, or: ſeparation of | 


the ſoul from the body, and may perhaps keep - 


the body in fit temper for its re-entry ; 2s allo it 
may facilitate transformation , which , it may 
be, could not be cffe&ted by ordmary and uns 


«[ſifted imagination. 
Thus we ſee *tis not fodeſperate to form an 


apPIc- 
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apprehenſion of the manner of theſe odde 
performances ; and though they are not done 
the way I have delcrib'd, yet what I have ſaid 
may help us to a conceit of the poflbility, 
which lutficerh for my purpoſe. And though 
the Hypotheſis I have gone upon will ſcem as 
unlikely to ſome, as thethings they attempt to 
explain are toothers, yet I muſt defire their 
leave to ſuggeſt, that moſt things ſeem anlikely 
(eſpecially ro the conteited and opinionative ) at 
firlt propefal ; and many great truths are ſtrange 
and improbableytill cuſtom and acquaintance have 
reconciled them to our fancies. And Ile pre- 
ſumero adde on this occaſion, (though I love 
notto be confident in affirming ) that there 1s 
none of the Platonical ſuppoſals I have uſed, but 
what I could make appearto be fair and reaſon- 
able, tothe capable and unprejudic'd, 


Burt I come (3) to another prejudice againſt 
the being of Witches , which is, That 'tis very 
improbable that the Devil who is a wiſe and 
mighty ſþirit, ſhould bear the beck of a poor 
Hag, and havelo little to do as to attend the 
exrands of the impotent luſts of a filly old woman. 


To which I might anſwer , (1) That is 
much more 1mprobable that all the world ſhould 
be deceiv'd 1n matters of fa&, and a” 
D 2 O 
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of the cleareſt evidence and conviction , than 
that the Devil, who is wicked, ſhould be allo 
wnwiſe ; and that he that perſuades all his fub- 
jects and accomplices out of their wits, ſhould 
himſelt a&t like his own temprations and 
perluaſions. In brief, there is nothing more 
{trange 1n this objection, than that wickedneſs 
is baſeneſs and ſervility, and thar the Devil 1s at 
leiſure to ſervethole he is art leilure ro tempr, 
and induſtrious to ruin. And again, (2) I ice 
no neceſsity to belieye that the Devil. is always 
the Witch's confederate , but perhaps it may fitly 
be conſider'd , whether -che Familiar be not 
ſome departed hnmane {þirit, forſaken of God 
and goodnels, and fwallowed up by the un- 
ſatiable delire of miſchief and revenge, which 
pollibly by the laws and capacity of its ſtate it 
cannot execute immediately. And why we 
{hould preſume that the Devil ſhould have 
the liberty of wandering up and down the 
Earth and Air, when he is ſaid to be beld in 
the chains of darkneſs; and yet that the ſepara 
ted ſouls of the wicked, of whom no ſuch thing 
1s affirm'd in any Sacred Record , ſhould be 
thought ſo impriſon'd, that they cannot poſli- 
bly wag from the place of their confinement, 
Iknow noſhadow of conje&ture.. This-conceit 
I'm confident hath prejudic'd many againſt 
the 
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_ the belief of Witches and Apparitions, they not 
being able to conceive that the Devil ſhould 
be lo ludricous as appearing ſpirits are ſometimes 
reported to be in their frolicks; and they pre- 
ume, that ſouls departed never re-viſit the free 
and open Regions; which confidence I know 
nothing tojultifie;; For ſince g20d men in their 
ſtate of ſeparation are ſaid to be i=9-1, why the 
wicked may not be {uppoled to be indziwrs in 
the worlt {ende of theeword, I know nothing 
to help me to imagine. And if it be ſuppoled 
that the Imps of Witches are ſometimes wic- 
ked ſþirits of our own kind and nature, and pol- 
libly the /ame that haye been Sorcerers and 
Witches in this life : This ſuppolal may give 
a fairer and more probable account of many 
of the ations of Sorcery and Witchcraft , than 
the other Hypothefas, that they are always De- 
vils. And to this:conjecure Il adyenture to 
ſubjoyn another, which alſo hath its probabi- 
lity, viz. (3) Thar 'ris not impoſhble but thac 
the Familiars of Witches are a ſervile kind of 
birits, of a very inferiour conſtitution and na- 
ture, and none of thoſe that were onct of the 
higheft Fiierarchy, now degenerated into the 
{pirits. we call Devils. And for my part | muſt 
confels , that I think the common diviſion of 
ſþirits much roo general, .conceiying it likely 
there 


WL 
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there may beas great a variety of Intellectual 
creatures in the invi/ible world, as there 1s of 
Animals in the viſible : and that all che ſuperiour, 
yea, and inferiour Regions , have their ſeveral 
kinds of ſþirits, differing in their natural pers 


feftions, as well as in the kinds and degrees of 


their depravities; which being ſuppoled, cis 
very probablethatthoſe ofthe baſeſt and means 
eſt Orders are they, who ſubmit to the men- 
tion'd ſervilities. And thus :the fageſs and gran- 
deur of the Prince of darkneſs need [not be 
brought into queſtion. 


But (4) the opinion of Witches feems to 
ſome to accuſe Providence, and to {uggelt that 
it hath expoſed Innocents to the fury and malice 
of revengeful Fiends, yea, and ſuppoleth thoſe 
moſt obnoxious, for whom we might moſt rea- 
{onably expeC a more ſpecial tutelary care and 
protetion, molt of the cruel prattices of thoſe 
preſum'd Inſtruments of Hell being upon (hil- 
dren, who as they leaſt deſerve'to be deſerted 
by that Providence that ſuperintends all things, ſo 
they moſtneed its g#ardian influence. 


To this ſoſpecious an Obje&ion I havetheſe 
things to anſwer. (1) Providence is a Deep uns 
fathomable; and if we ſhould not believe the 


Phenomena 


— 


* 
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Phenomena of our ſenſes, before: we can.recon- 
cle them to our xotions of Providence, we mult 
be grofler Scepticks than ever yet was extant. 
T he miſeries of the preſent life, the unequal diſtri- 
butions of good and evil, the ignorance and barba- 


 7ity of the greatelt part of mankind, the fatal 


diſadvantages we are all under, and the hazard 
we run of being eternally miſerable and un- 
done; thele, I ſay, arethings that can hardly 
be made conſiſtent with that Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs that we are (ure hath made, and mingled it 
ſelf with all things. And yer we believe there 
is a beauty and harmony, and goodneſs in that 
Providence,.though we cannot wrddle it in par= 


ticular inſtances ; nor'\ by reaſon of our igno- 


rance and imperfeCtion , clear it. from contra- 
difting appearances; and conſequently,we ought 
not to deny the being of Witches and Appariti- 
ons, becaule they will create us fome difficul- 
ties In our notions of Providence. But to come 
more clole, (2) T hoſc that believe that Infants 
are Heirs of Hell & Children ok the Devil as foon 
as they are diſcloſed to the world, cannot cer- 
rainly :offer ſuch an objeftion.' for what. is a 
Itle.trifling-painof a-moment, ro-thole. eternal 
tortures, to which, 1þ-chey:die ws foom as they are 
bern, according tothe renour of this Dodtrin; 
they are everiaſtinely expeſed? "Bur howrver = 
cale 
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caſe ſtands as to that, 'tis certain, (3 ) That 
Providence hath not ſecur'd them from other 
violences they are obnoxious to from cruclty 
and accident , and yer we accuſe It not when a 
whole Townful of Innocents fall a /1&im to the. 
rage and ferity of barbarous executioners 1n wars 
and Maſſacres. To which I adde, (4) Thar 'tis 
likely the miſchief. is not lo often done by the 
evil ſpirit immediately, but'by the malignant 1n- 
fluence of the Sorcere/s, whole power of hurt- 
ing conſiſts in the fore-mention'd ferment, 
which is infuſed into her by the Familiar. So 
that am apt to think there may be a powey of 
real faſcination inthe Witch's eyes and mmaginati- 
0n, by which forthe molt part ſhe as upon 
tender bodies. —MNefſcio quis teneros 0culus---- 
For the peſtilential fpirits being darted by a 
ſprightful and vigorous imagination fromthe eye, 
and meeting with thoſe that are weak and paſſive 
in the bodies which they enter, will not fail to 
infef them wich a noxious quality, that makes 
dangerous and ſtrange alterations in the perſon 
invaded by this poy/ſonows influence : which way 
of ating by /ubtil and inviſible inſtruments is or- 
dmary. and familiar in all natural efficiencies. 
And 'tis now paſt queſtion, that nature for the 
moſt part aQts by ſubtil ſtreams and aporhea's of 

- minute particles, which pals from one body to | 
another. 
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another.Or however that be,this kind ot agency 
1s as conceivable as any of thoſe qualities igno- 
rance hath call'd ſympathy and antipathy, the reas 


lity of which we doubt not, though the manner 
of attion be unknown. Yea, the thing | ſpeak of 


is as caſte to be apprehended, as how infe&ian 
ſhould paſs in certain tenuious /Ireams through 
the air from one houfe to another ; or, as how 
the biting of a mad Dog ſhould fill all the blond 
and ſpirits with a venomous and malign ferment ; 
the application of the vertue doing the ſame 
in our caſe, as that of contra doth in this. Yea, 


 fome kinds of faſcination are perform'd in this 


oroflerand more ſenſible way, as by ſtriking, 
giving Apples, and the like, by which the con- 


 tagious quality may be tran{mutted, as we lce 


diſeaſes often are by the touch. Now in this way 
of conjecture, a good account may be given 
why Witches are moſt powerful upon Children & 
timorous perſons, viz, becaule their ſpirits and 
imaginations being weakand paſſive,are notable 
to reſilt the fatal invaſian; whereas men of bold 
minds, who have plenty of ſtrong and vigorous 


ſpirits are ſecure from the contagion, as in. peſtis 


lential Airs clean bodies are not ſo liable to in- 
feftion as are other tempers. Thus then we 
ſee *tis likely enough that very often the, Sor- 
cereſs her ſelf doth the miſchief, and weknow, 
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de fafto, that Providence doth not always ſecure 
'us from one.another's injrries. And yer I muſt 
confeſs, that many times allo the evil ſpirit is 


propoſe. 
* (5) Theniit may be ſaid that if wicked ſpirits 


can hurt us by the direFton, and ar the dehire of 
a Witch, one would think they ſhould have the 


| 


the miſchievous 4zent , though this confeſſion | 
draw on me another obje&ion, which I next | 


ſame power to do us injury without iuſtigation 
or compatt ; and it this be granted, *ris a wonder | 
that we are not always annoid and infeſted by | 


them. To which 


I return, (1) Thatthe laws, Gibertres artd' re- 
ſtraints of the inhabitants of the other world ate 
to us utterly unknown ;and this way we can on- 
ly argue our ſelves into confeſ/tons of our ign0- 
rance, which'every man muſt acknowledg thar 
3s not aS-uwmmodeſt as 12gnoravt.” It muſt be grant | 
cd by all that own the being, power and malic? 
of evil ſpirits, that the ſecurity weenjoy is'won- 
- 'derſul; whetherthey a&by Witches or not , and 
by what Laws they are kept from making us 
a prey, to fpeak like Philoſophers, we cannot tell : 
yea, why they thould be permitted 'to terpt 
andruine us'in ofir Soalr , and reftrain'd from 
toitching or harting 'us in or Bodjes , is a 

myſtery 
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my/tery not cally accountable. But yet (2) though 
we acknowledge their power to vex and tor- 
' ment us in our bodies alſo, yer a reaſon may 
| be given why they are leſs frequent in this 
| kind of miſchief, viz. becauſe their main de- 
 figas are levell'd againſt the intereſt and hap- 

pineſs of our Souls, which they can beſt pro- 

more, when their actions are moſt ſly and ſe- 
cret ; Whereas did they ordinarily perlecute 
men in their bodies, their agency and wicked in 


| 


7 | 


| fluence would be diſcover'd, and make a migh- 


ty noiſe in the world, whereby men would 
be awaken'd to a more ſuitable and vigorous 
oppolition, by the uſe of luch means as would 
engage Providence to reſcue them from their 
rage and cruelties, & at laſt defeat thenn in their 
great purpoles of undoing us eternally. Thus we 
may conceive that the ſecurity we enjoy may 
well enough conſiſt with the power and malice 
of thole evil ſpirits; and upon this ac- 
count we may ſuppoſe that Laws of their 
own may prohibit their anlicens'd injuries, not 
from any goodneſs there 1s in their Conſtitutions, 
but in order to the more ſucce/Sful. carrying on 
the proje&ts of the dark Kingdom, as Generals for- 
bid plunder, not out of love to their Enemies, 
but in order to their own. ſucceſſ, And, hence 
(3) we way ſuppolea Law of permiſſion to hutt 


L, 2 us 


23 Come (onfiderations about Witchcraft. 
us ar the inſtance of the Sorcereſs, may well 


{tand with the polity of Hell, fince by gratify- 
ing the wicked perſon they encourage her in 
malice and revenge, and promote thereby the 
main ends of their black confederacy, which are 
ro propagate Þickednueſs, and to ruine us in our 
eternal intereſts. Andyet (4) tis clear tothole 
rhat believe the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, that wice 
ked fþirits have vexed the bodies of men, with- 
out any inſtigation that we read of ; and at this 
day 'tis very likely that many-of the ſtrange ac- 
cidents and diſeaſe that befall us, may be-the 
infliction of evil ſpirits, prompted to hurt ns 
only by the delight they take in miſchief. So 
that we cannot argue the improbability of 
their hurting Children and others'by Witches, 
from our own ſecurity and freedom from the 
effets of their malice, which perhaps we feel in 
more inſtances than we are aware of. 


Bur (6)another prejudice againſt the belief | 
of Witches, is,a preſumption upon the enormous | 
force of melancholy and imagination, which with- | 
out doubr-can do wonderful things, and beget 
flrange perſuaſions; and to thele cauſes ſome 
aſcribe the -preſum'd effeAs of Sorcery and 
Witchcraft. To which I reply briefly, and yet 
Lhopeſufficiently , 


' | (1) That | 


| 
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(1) That to reſolve all the clear circum- 


ſtances of faft, which we find in well atteſted 


and confirm'd Relations of this kind, into the 


power of deceivable imagination , is to make 
fancy the greater prodigy, and to {uppole, that 
it-can do ftranyzer feats than are believed of any 
other kind of faſcination. And to thiak that 
Pins and Nails, for inſtance, can, by the power 
of imagination be convey'd within the sKin, or 
that imagination, ſhould deceive lo many as 
have been witneſſes in objefs of ſenſe, in all the 
circumſtances of diſcovery ; this, 1 lay, is to be 
infinitely more credulous than the aflertors of 
Sorcery and Demoniack contrafts, And by the 
ſame reaſon it may be beliey'd, thar all the 
Battels and ſtrange events of the world, which 
our ſelves have not ſeen, are but dreams and 
fond imaginations, and like thole that are 
fought in the-clouds, when the brains of the 
deluded ſpefators are the onely Theatre of thoſe 


fancied tranſafions. And (2) to deny evidence 


of fa, becauſe their imagination may deceive the 
Relators, when we have no reaſon to think fo 
bura bare preſumption, that there is no ſuch 
thing as is related, is quite to deſtroy the cre- 
dit of all bumane teflimony, and to make all men 
liars in a larger ſenſe than the Prophet con- 


cluded in his haſte, For not onely the melan- 
cholick 
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cholick and the fanciful, bur the grave and the ſo- 
ber, whoſe judgments we haveno realon to 
ſutpect to be tainted by their imaginations, have 
from their own knowledge and experience 
made reports of this nature. Burto this it will 
pofhibly be rejoyn'd, the Reply will be another 
; ; k \ p 
prejudice againtt the belief I contend for, viz; 


(7) That 'tis a ſuſpicious circumſtance that 
Witchcraft is but a fancy, ſince the perſons that 
are accuſed are commonly poor and miſerable 


old women, who are overgrown with diſcontent 


and melancholy, which are very imaginative; and 
the perſons ſaid to be bewitch'd are for the moſt 
part Children, or people very weak, who are 


caſily impoled upon, and are apt to receive 


ſtrong impreſſions from nothing : whereas were 
thereany ſuch thing really, *tis not likely, bur 
that the more canning and ſubtil deſþerado's,who 
might the more ſucceſsfully carry on the 
miſchievous deſigns of the dark Kingdom, ſhould 
be oftner engaged in thoſe black confederacies, 
and allo one would expe effefts of the belliſh 


combination upon others than the innocent and 
the ignorant. 


To which Objefion it might perhaps be 
enough to return (as hath been above ſugge- 
ited) that nothing can be concluded by this 


and 
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and ſuch like arguings, bur that the pol:cy and 
menages of the inſtruments of darkneſs are to us 
alrogether unknown, and as much in the dark 
as their natures, mankind being no more ac- 
quainted with the reaſons and methods of aCti- 
on in the other world, than poor Cottagers and 
Mechanicks are with the intriques of Government 
and reaſons of State, Yea peradventure (2) 'tis 
one of the great deſigns , as is certainly the 
intereſt, ofchoſe wicked 4gents and Machingtors, 
induſtriouſly t6 hide from us: their influences 
and ways of a&ting, and to work, as near as is 
poſſible, incognito ; upon which ſuppoſal *tis 
eaſte to conceive a realon, why they [moſt 


commonly work by, and upon the weak and. 


the ignorant, who can make no cunning obſer» 
vations, or tell credible tales to detefFtheir arti- 


fice. Behides (3) tis likely a firong imagination, 


that cannotbe weaken'd or difturb'd by a bite 
and fxbti] ratiocination, is a neceſſary requiſite 
to thole wicked performances ; and without 
doubt an beightned and obſtinate fancy. hath a 
oreat influence npon -impreſ9ave ſpirits, yea; 
and as | have comjenr'd before, on the more 
paſſive and ſuſceptible bodies. And I am very apt 


to behicve, that there areas real communications 
and imtercourſes between our fpirits,as'rhere are 


berween. material agents ; which fecret influtnees, 


though 
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though they are uknown in their nature , and 
ways of afting, yet they are ſufficiently felt in 
their effefs : for experience:atteſts, thar ſome by 
the very majeſty and greatneſs of their ſpirits, 
diſcover'd by nothing but a certain zoble air 
that accompanies them, will bear down others 
leſs great and generous,and make them jneak be- 
fore them; and lome,by I know not what /t- 
pifying vertue,will tie up the tongue, and confine 
the ſpirits of thoſe who are otherwiſe brisk 
and voluble. Which thing ſuppoſed, the inflz- 
ences of a ſpirit poſleſs'd of an afive and enor- 
mous imagination,may be malign and fatal where 
they cannot be reliſted, eſpecially when they 
are accompanied by thoſe poiſonous reaks that 
the evil ſpiric breaths intothe Sorcereſs, which 
likely are ſhot our, and applied by a fancy height- 
ned and prepared by melancholy and diſcontent. 
And thus we may conceive why 'the melancho» 
lick and envious are uſed upon ſuch occaſions, 
and for the ſame reaſon the ignorant , lince 
knowledge checks and controls imagination ; and 
thoſe that abound much in the imaginative fa- 
culties do not uſually. exceed in the rational. 
And perhaps (4) the Damon himſelf uſeth the 
KA of the Witch ſo qualificd for his pur- 


pole, even in thoſe ations of miſchief which 


are more propetly his, for itis moſt probable, 
that 
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chat ſþirits at not upon bodies immedl ately, and 
by their naked eſſence, bur by mReANS- ,proportia* 


' nate and ſuitable-in inſtruments tharzhey.-ule; 


upon which account! Jikely / tis lo acictly re- 
uired, that the Sorcereſs ſhould. believe, thac 
d her imagination might.be morg! at. the deve» 


tion.of the miſchievous Agent, And forthe ſame 


vigour lu 


reaſon allo Ceremonies are uled i in Inchantments, 
viz, for rhe begetting this digbelicat: faith, ,and 
beightningeheh fancy to a degree of ſtrength and 

ent, ro.make fi a Figthnſtraqnent for 
the deſign'd-pertormance. - And thele 1 think 
are reaſons of li likelihood and probability, why 


the belliſh. confederates are:molily 'zhe jg1974uc 


c 


"Witches 'or Apparitions, 'rhe 


and: on To Palsgbcn whack 


prejudice. - Ks I 


(8) The frequent - Spaſfied; ha are: nile 
wielvin- phe bepet in fortea belief, that 
all ſuch relations are forgeries and tales ; and-if 
we urgethe cyidence of a Fory for the belief of 
wilt produce two 


as ſeemingly ſtrong and Plan {6 which thallcon- 


all others are'\6f the Be quality and credit. 


cludein miſtake 6t deſign; iriferting thence. that 


But ſuch arguets' maycpleaſe to confider, 


9 Pig 303 NI VEOLTD , wo ta! ;Þ (29 22d 
| 'c '} 3 (4). Tha Tha Al le:xelation.lor an \ 
fy kiciently, COL Freed 1a and M-viclind [ is _ 4 


6 th ou- 


| Ry {Fo 


\ 
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thouſand -zales of | forgehHiand impoſture, from 


gative. '|Sb-that; though alt rhe ObjeFbors ſtories 
be true; and'ari hundred: times as many more 
ſuchdeeeþtibhs/; - yet one relation, Wherein no fal- 
acy of fyaltd: cold Taſpe Et6&d for our Affirinite 
"tive, would (poll atiy Cotte cottld be erect- 
ed on them. And - 

(2) liſters to me a belick, "TIA bold 
ad prevaeln, -thgea thelSYelations of forgery 
2nd: mike Guld be! refit ine 'fhror one in 


millions of '*xhoſe which att the "if firmative | 


'reity ; with" ciratinRtances as &00d as could 
TR ory 6b wifleg: Heike be rae, but all 
'fabalboQen@Sai): 4 Ald they Haven TeAfoti to 
object credulity to the aſlertors of Sofceryiand 
Maccheral +; that. can, ſwallow .lo_ large a 
a ſ&l;t, EE defare ſuch ObtGs-foimn 


Ih 0 


ere are omg Gn6; and 7 that there- 


ſuſpeBed. Bu Cone, hat el gee old 
vroman s ' ſbicy- abuſes her Tome knaviſh 


fellows 


whence'cannot be concluded an mniverſal nes | 


| 
| 


(G). in PIN tg infer, ac en p 
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; fellows put-rrickepponnthe ignotantiahdahe 


| timorows, that therefore whole 4ſSiſes have been 
a thouſand times--deceivedin 1#dements upon { 


| majters 6f faft, -and. numbers of ſober petions 
| | have been forſworn in things:wherein perjury 
could not adygntage them; I ſay,ſuch inferences 
are as void of reaſon,, as they are of charity. and 
SO MENT. or Rn. 01503 0-5 
But it may be ſggeſted furthet; '(5) That 
| | it cannot be innagin'd what deſign the Devil 
| | ſhould have mi makin teen compatts, 
| 


= 
- 


' | ſinceperſons of ſuch debauch'd and itrectaim+ E 
able diſpoſitions as thoſe'with when he's 
ſuppoſed to confederate, are pretty fecurely bis, 
antecedently to the batgain; and cannor 'be 
more {6 by it; ſince they citinot plir thGr'ſouts 
out of poſsibility of the Divine Grace burby the 
Sin that 1s unpardonable , or, if they could fo dil- 
poſe and give away themſelves, it will toſome 
ſeem very unlikely, that a ptear and mighty 2 
Spirit ſhould oblige himſelf ro ſach 'obſer- E 
vances,and keep ſuch a-doto ſecure the ſoul of | 
| afilly body, which 'twere odds but it would 
be H# though' He put himſelf to no further 
trouble than that of his o#dmary temptations.” 


NDS. 
I. 
TIVI am morn nutty, 2s ah ob; we 
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To which jug geſtions | were: enoughua ſay, 
that "tis ſufficient if ahe 4birighbe well: prov'd, 
F 2 though 
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thoughthe deſign beinot known. And to argue 


negatively. a fine, 1s very -unconclufive in ſuch 
martcers. The Laws and- affairs of the other 
world (as hath been latimaret) are vaſtly dif- 
fering from thofeot our Regions,and therefore 
'tis no wonder we cannot judge of their deſigns, 
when we knew nothing of their menages, and fo 
l:ttle of their natures. The ignorant' looker-0n. 
can't imagine-what the Limner means by thoſe 
ſeemingly rade lines and {crawls which he in- 
tends for tha rudiments of a_Pifnre. and the 
Figures. of: Mathematick Operatzon are non-ſenſe, 
and daſhes at a venture to one uninſtructed in 
Mechanicks. Weare in the dark to one another's 
urpoſes & intendments ; and thereareathou- 
on. jocrigues 1n our little marters, which will 
not preſently confeſs their deſign even to ſagas 
cious inquiſutors. And therefore ris folly and in- 
cogitancy to argue any thing one way or other 
from the deſigns of a ſort of Beings, with whom 
we fo little communicate ; and poſſibly we 
can take no more aim or gueſs at their projets 
and deſignments, than the gaze Beaſts can de 
at ours, when they ſce the Traps and Gins that 
are laid for them, but underſtand nothing 
what they mean. Thus in general, 
But1 attempr ſomcthing' more'particular- 
ly, in.order to which I muſt premile that-the 
Devil 


a Boe OY o 


'  luſts and appetites ; ro gratifie which delire, 


ay Fn w— oY *% 


I. 


—— dat 
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Devil is a name for a Body Politick, in which 
there are very different Orders and Degrees of 
Spirits, and perhaps in as much variety of place | 
and;/tate, as among our ſelves, ſo that *tis not | 
one and the ſame perſon that makes all the 
compacts with thoſe abuſed and ſeduced 
Souls, but chey are divers, and thoſe 'ris like of 
the meaneſt and baſeſt quality in the Kingdom 
of darkneſs ; which being ſuppoſed, I offer this 
account of the probable deſign of thoſe wicked 
Agents, viz. T hat having noneto rule or ty- 
ranniz? over within the (arcle of their own na- 
rure and government, they affect a proud Empire 
over us (the defire of Dominion and Authority 
being largely ſpread through the whole cir- 
cumference of degenerated nature , eſpecially a- 
mong .thole, whole pride was their original 
tranſgreſsion) every one ofthele then deſires to 
get him Vaſſlals to pay him homage, and to- 
be emploied like Slaves in the ſervices of his: 


tis like enough to be provided and allowed by 
the conſtitktion of their State and Government, 
that every Wicked ſþirit ſhall have thoſe Souls 
as his property, and particular ſervants and at- 
tendants, whom hecan catch in-{uch compatts, 
as thole wild Beaſts that we can take in 


hunting, are by the. allowance of the Law 
our 
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our 0Þn; and thoſe Slaves that a man hath 
purchas'd , are his peculiar goods, and the val- 
jals of his will, Or rather thoſe dcluding 
Fiends are like the ſeducing fellows we call 
Syirits, who inveigle Children by their falſe 
and fattering promiles, and carry them away 
to the Plantations of America, to belervilly em- 
ploied there in the works of their own profit 
and advantage. And as thole baſe Agents will 
humour and flatter the ſimple unwary Youth, 
till they are on Ship-board, and without the 
reach of thoſe that might reſcue them from 
their hands: In like manner the more mi/- 
chievous Tempter (tudies to gratifie, pleaſe, and 
accommodate to thoſe he deals with in this 
kind, till death hath lanch'd them into the 
Deep, and they are paſt the danger of Prayers, 
Repentance, and Endeavours ; and then He uſerh 
them as pleaſeth Flimm. This account! think is 
not unreaſonable, and *twill fully anſwer the 
Objection. For though the matter be not as [ 
have conjectur'd, yet twill ſuggeſt a way how 
it may be conceiv'd, which nulls the pretence, 
Tharthe Deſign is inconceiveable. 


* But then we are till liable to be queſti- | 
on'd, (10) how it comes about, that thoſe _ | 
proud and infolent Deſigners praRtile in this 

=; | | kind 


” — 
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kind upon ſo few , when one yvould expect, 
that they ſhould be ill trading this way, and 
everywhere be driving.on the project , which 
the vilencts of men. makes fo feiſable , and 


would tb much ferve the intereſt = their 
ROS: 


To which, among oc things chat mi phi 
be ſuggeſted, Lreturn, (1) That we are never 
liable 0. be ſo betraied and abuſed, till by. 
our: vite diſpoſitions atld tedencies WE have for: 
feiced the” tutelary care: aid overſitbt iof the 
better Spirits; which;'though oenerally they 
are Our gnard and defence againſt the malice 
and-iviolerice of tv Angels ,* yer'it may well 
enough be thoughtthat ſometimes they may 
rake their leave 'of ſuch'as are ſwallowed 
up'by malice, e#vy, a atid' defire of revenge, qua- 
lities moſt contraty to their Life and Nature, 
and leave them' expoſed to the invaſ#9n and 
follicitations of thoſe wicked Spirits, ro whom 
ſuch hateful Attributes make then very ſuitable, 
Atid if there be particttlar gnardian Angels; 2s 
*is not dbſurd'to fancy, it may then well be 
ſuppoſed;-that no-man is obnoxious to thoſe 
projeas; atid-atrernpts , but 6nely ſuch whoſe 
Vile and" miſebitvous natures have 'drivert from 


then drag proteFing Giriinh;" And againſt 'thi 
dereliftion 
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dereliftionro the power of evil ſpirits, "tis likel 
enough what lome affirm, thar the Royal F/al- 
#11/t directs that Prayer, Iſal. 21.9,10. Caſt me 
not off in the time of old age, forſake me not when 
my ſtrength faileth. For---- They that keep my 
foul | evans wir dur wi, as the LXSX and the 
Vulgar Latin, ut cuſtodiunt animam meam | 
they take counſel togetber, ſaying, God hathfor- 
ſaken him, perſecute him and take him, for there 
i noue toideliver him, But I adde , (2) That 
is very probable, thar the ſtare wherein they: 
are, Will not caſily permit palpable intercourſes 
berween the bad Genii and our nature , ſince 
*is. like enough that their own; Laws and 
Government do not allow their,- frequent 
excurſions into this world. Or, ic may 
with as great probability be. ſuppoſed, that 
"tis a very hard and painful thing for, them, 
to force their thin and tenuiows bodies into 
a Viſible conſiſtence, and ſuch. ſhapes as arc 
neceſlary for their deſigns in their corre- 
ſpondencies with Witches. For-in this action 
cheir bodies muſt needs -.be' exceedingly 
compreſs'd, which cannot be well 'ſuppoled 
without a painful ſenſe. -And this is 
perhaps a. realon why there are ſo. few Ap- 
paritions, and why appearing ſpirits-are. com- 
monly in ſuch haſte to be gone , viz; . that 


they 
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they may be deliver'd from the unnatural preſ- 
/..re of their tender Vehicles , which I confeſs 
holds more in the apparitions of good than of 
evil Spirits, moſt Relations of this kind, deſcri- 
bing their diſcoveries of themſelves , as very 
tranſient, (though for thoſe the Holy Scripture 
| records , there may be peculiar Reaſons why 
they are not ſo) whercas the wicked ones are not 
altogether ſo quick and haſty in their Viſits: The 
| reaſonof which probably is , the great ſubtilty 
and tenuity of the bodies of the former, which 
will require far greater degrees of compreſsion, 
and conlequently of pain , to make them viſi- 
ble . whereas the latter , aie more feculent and 
groſs , and ſo nearer allyed to palpable conſiſten- 
cies, and more eaſily reduceable to appearance 
and vi/#bility. 

Ac this turn, Sir , you may perceive that I 
have again made ule of thePlatonick Hypotheſis, 
1 hat Spirits are Embodyed, upon which indeed a 
great part of my Diſcourle is grounded : And 
therefore | hold my ſelf obliged to a ſhort ac- 
count of that ſuppolal. It ſeems then to me 
very probable from the Nature of Senſe , and 4- 
nalogie of Nature For (1.) Weperceive in 
our (elves , that all Seyſe 1s caus'd and excited 
| by motion made in matter; And when thole 

motions which convey ſrnfile impreſſions to the 
(; TE 423 
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Brain , the Seat of Senſe, are intercepted, Senſe 
is loſt : Sothar, if we ſuppole Spirits perfeRtly 
to be diſjoyn'd from all matter , *ris not concei- 
vable how they can have the ſenle of any thing: 
For how material Objefts ſhould any way be 
perceiv'd, Or felt without vital union with mat- 
ter, *ris not poſſible to imagine. Nor doth it 
(2.) ſeem ſuirable ro che Analogie of Nature, 
which uſeth notto make precipitions leaps from 
one thing to another , bur uſually proceeds by 
ordefly ſteps and gradations : Whereas were there 
no order of Beings between us, who are ſo 
deeply plunged into the groſleſt matter , and 
pure unbodied Spirits, 'twere a mighty jump in 
Nature. Since then the greateſt part of the 
World conſiſts of the finer portions of matter, 
and our own Souls are immediately united unto 
theſe, '*tis infinitely probable to conjecture, that 
the nearer orders of Spirits are vitally joyn'dto 
iuch Bodies. And lo Nature by Degrees aſcen- 
ding ſtill by the more refin'd and ſubtile matter, 
gets atlaſt to the pure Nic or immaterial minds, 
which the Platonſts made the higheſt Order of 
created Beings. Bur of this I have diſcourſed 
elſce-where , and have ſaid thus much of ir ar 
preſent, becauſeit will enable meto add anq- 
cher Reaſon of the #nfrequency of Apparitions and 
Compatts, Viz. 


(3.) Be- 


| 
| 


(3.) Becaule'cis very likely, that theſe Regi- 
015 are very unſuitable, and diſproportion'd to the 
frame and temper of their Senſes and Bodies , lo 
that perhaps , the Conrſer Spirits can no more 
bear the Air of our World, then Batts and Owl: 
can the brighteſt beams of Day. Nor canthe 
Purer and Better any more endure the noy/om 
ſeams, and poyſonous reeks of this Dunghil Earth, 
then the Delicate can bear a confinement in 1a- 


ſty Dungeons , and the foul ſquallid Caverns of 


uncomfortable Darkneſs So that 'tis nomore 
wonder , that the better Spirits no ofcner ap- 
pear, than that men are not more frequently in 
the Dark Hollows under ground. Noris't any 
more ſtrange that evil Spirits fo rarely viſt us, 
then that Fiſhes do not ordinarily fly in the 
Air, as tis ſaid one fortof them doth ; or that 
welee not the Batt daily fluttering inthe beams 
of the Sun. | And now by the help of whar | 
have ſpoken under this Head , I am provided 
with lome things wherewith to dilable another 
Objection, which I thus propoſe: 

(X1.) If there be ſuch an intercourſe between 
Evil Spirits and the Wicked , how comes it about 
that there 1s n0 correſpondence between Good Spl- 
rits and the Vertuous ? fince without doubt, thele 
are 4s defirous to propagate the Spirit and De- 
ſignes of the upper and better World, as thole are 
G 2 to 
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to promote the Intereſt of the Kingdom of Dark: 


nels. 

Which way of arguing is ſtill from our Ip- 
norance of the State and Government of the other 
World, which muſt be confeſt, and may, with- 
out prejudiceto the Propoſition I defend. Bur 
particularly, 1 ſay, (1.) That we have ground 
enough to believe, that Good Spirits do inter- 
pole in, yea, and govern our Aﬀairs. For that 
there is a Providence reaching from: Heaven to 
Earth , 1s generally acknowledg'd ; but that 
this ſuppoſeth all things co be order'd by the 
immediate influence, and interpoſal of the: Supreme 
Deity,is not very Philoſophical to ſuppole ; lince 
if we judge by the Analogie of the Natural 
World , all things we lee are carried on: by the | 
Miniſtry of Second ( auſes , andmtermediate As 
gents, And it doth not ſeem ſo Magnificent 
and Becoming an apprehenſton of the Supreme 
Numen, to phancy His immediate Hand ineyery 
trivial Management. Bur tis exceeding like- 
ly ro conjecture , that much of the Government 
of us, and our Affairs, is committed to the bete 
ter Spirits, with a due ſubordination and ſubſery;- 
encyto the Will of the chief Refer of the Uni- 
verſe. Andtis not abſurd to believe,tharthere 
is a Government runs from Higheſtro Loweſt, the 
better and more perfe& orders of Being, till ru- 


ling 


' and Nature have placed under our Empire and 
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ling the inferiowr and leſs perfeft. So tharſome 


one would phancy that perhaps the Angels may 
manape #s , as we do the (reatures that God 


Dominion. But however that is, That God rules 
the lower World by the Miniſtry of Angels , is 
very conſonant to the ſacred Oracles. Thus, 
Deut.XX XIL.viii,ix.ÞPhen the Moſt High divided 
the Nations their inheritance , when he ſeparated 
the fons of Adam, he ſet the bounds of the people, 
Kar' aer2ur eyſenar kev, according to the number of the 
Angels of God, as the Septuagint renders it; the 
Authority of which Tranſlation, is abundant- 
ly credited and aſſerted , by its being quoted in 
the New Teſtament, withour notice of the He- 
brew Text, even there where it differs from ir,as 
learned men have obſerv'd. We know allo,thar 
Angels were very familiar with the Patriarchs of 
old ; and facob's Ladder is a Myftery,which 1im- 
ports their miniſtring in the affairs of the Lower 
World. Thus Urizen and others underltand, 
that to be ſpoken by the Preſtdential Angels, 
Ter. Lf. ix. We would have healed B 4BYLON, 
but ſhe # not healed , forfake her , and let us go. 
Like the Yoyce heard in the Temple before the 
taking of Jeruſalem by Titus, Mirabairowds irriober 
And before Nebuchadnezzar was lent to learn 
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ſees a Watcher , according to the 70. an Angel, 

and an boly One come down from heaven, Dan.lV. 
xiii. who pronounceth the ſad Decree againſt 
Him,and calls it the Decree of the Watchers,who 
very probably were the Guardian Genii of Him- 
ſelfand his Kimgdome. And that there are par- 
ticular Angels that have the ſpecial Rule and Go- 
vernment of particular K ingdomes, Provinces, Ci- 
ties, yea and of Perſous, | know nothing that 
can make improbable : The inſtance is noto- 
rious in Danich of the Ang:ls of Perſia and Gre- 
cia, that hindred the other that was engaged for 
the concerns of Judea; yea, our Saviour Him- 
{elf rells us, that Children have their Angels, and 
the Congregation of Diſciples {uppoled that St. 
Peter had bs. Which things, 1t they be gran- 
red , the good Spirits have not lo little to do 
with us, and our matters, as is generally be- 
lieved. And perhaps it would not be ablurd, 
if we referr'd many of the ſtrange thwarts, and 
unexpceted events, the diſappointments and lucky 
concidences that betal us, the unacconntable for- 
= tunes and ſucceſſes that attend ſome lucky men, 
q and the wnhappy fates that dog others that ſeem 
born to be miſerable ; the Fame and Favour that 
{till waits on ſome withoutany conceivable mo- 
tivero allure it, and the general neolett of others 
MmOIC deſerving whole Worth 1s not acknowled gd; 
| 
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1 ſay, theſe, and ſuch like odde things,may with 
the greateſt probability be relolv'd into the Con- 
duft and Menages of thoſe inviſible Superviſors, 
that preſide over, and govern our affairs. 

But if they ſo far concern themſelves in our mat- 
ters, how ts it that they appear not to maintain a 
viſible and confeſt correſpondence With ſome of 
the better Mortals , Who are moſt fitted for their 
Communications and their influence * To which 
I have ſaid ſome things already when I accoun- 
ted for the unfrequency of Apparitions; and I 
nov add what I intend for another return to the 
main ObjeRion, viz, 

(2.) That the apparition of good Spirits is not 
needful tor the Deſignes of the better World, 
whatever ſuch may be for the intereſt of the 
other. For we have had the Appearance and Co- 
habitation of the Son of -God,we have Moſes and 
the Prophets, and the continued influence of the 
Spirit the greateſt Arguments to itrengthen Faith, 

| the moſt powerful Motives to excite our Love, 
and the Nebleſt Encouragements to quicken and 
raile our deſires and hopes, any ot which are 
more than the apparition of an Angel; which 
would indeed be a great gratification of the -- 
nimal Life , but *twould render our Faith leſs 
noble and leſs generous, were it frequently ſo 
aſſiſted : Bleſſed are they that believe,and yet have 
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not ſeen. Beſides which , the good Angeds have 
no ſuch ends to proſecute, as the gaining any 
Vaſlals to lerve them, they being miniſtring Sp1i- 
rits for our good, and no /elf-deſigners for a proud = 
and imſolent Dominion over us. Andit may be 
perhaps not impertinently added, That they are 
notalways evil Spirits that appear,as is, | know 
not well upon whatgrounds , generally ima- 
gined ; bur that the extraordinary dete&ions of 
Murders, latent Treaſures, falfified and unfulfill'd 
Bequeſts, which are ſometimes made by Appa* 
ritions, may be the courteous Dilſcoverics of the | 
better, and more benign Geniz. Yea, 'tis not 
unlikely , that thoſe Warnings that the World 
ſometimes hath of approaching Judgments and 
Calamities by Prodigtes, and ſundry odd Pheno 
mena , are the kind Informations of ſomeot the 
Inhabitants of the upper World Thus, was 
Jeruſalem forewarned before its ſacking by 4n- 
tiechis, by thoſe Hiery Horſemen that were leen 
through all the City , for almoſt forty days to- 


which | mention, becauſe they are notorious in- 
ſtances. And though, for mine own part , 1 
{corn the ordinary ] ales of Prodigtes,which pro: 
ceed from /uperſtitious fears, and unacquaintance 
with Nature , and have been uſed to bad pur- 


[13-5 
} 


poles by the Fealous and the Ignorant, Yet 1 
chink that the Arguments that are brought by a 
late very ingenious Author,to conclude againſt 
ſuch Warnings and Predi&tions in the whole 
kind, are ſhort and inconſequent, and built upon 
roo narrow Hypotheſis. For it it be ſuppoſed, 
tha there is a ſort of Spirits over us, and about 
us, whocan give a probable guels at the more 
remarkable futurities , | know not why ic may 
not be conjectured,that the kindneſs they have 
for us , and the apperite of fore-telling " "RY 
things , and the putting the World upon expe- 
ation , which we find is very grateful to our 
own Natures , may not incline them alſo to 
oive us ſome general notice of thoſe uncom- 
mon Eyents which they foreſee. And I yer 
perceive no reaſon we have to phancy , thar 
whatever is done in this kind , muſt needs be 
either immediately from Heaven, or fromthe An- 
vels by extraordinary commiſ$101 and appointment. 
Bur it ſeems co me not unreaſonable to believe, 
that thoſe officious Spirits,that overlee our affairs, 
perceiving ſome mighty and ſad alterations at 
hand, in which their (harge is much concern- 
ed, cannot chule, by reaſon of their affeion to 
us, bur give us ſome ſeaſonable hints of thole ap» 
proaching Calamities ; to which allo their natu- 


ral delireto fore-tell ſtrange things to come, may 
H con- 
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contribute to incline them. And by this Z- 

 potheſts, the faireſt probabilities, and ſtrongeſt ra- 
tiotinations againlt Prodigies, may be made uns 
ſerviceable. But this onely by the way. I pro- 
ceed to the next Objection, which may be made 
ro ſpeak thus : 

(X1I.) The belief of Witches, and the wonder- 
ful things they are ſaid to perform by the help of the 
Confederate D#mon, weakens our Faith,and exe 
poſeth the World to Infidelity in the great matters 
of our Religion. For if T hey by Diabolical aſsi» 
ſtance, can inflict and cure Diſeaſes, and do things 
ſo much beyond the comprehenſion of our Philo- 
ſophy, and aQtivity of common Nature; What a: 
ſurance can we have , that the Miracles that cone 
firm our Goſpel were nat the effefts of a Compatt of 
like nature , and that Devils were not caſt out by 
Beelzcbub? Tf evil Spirits can aflume Bodies,and 
render themſelves viſible im humane likenels , 
What ſecurity can we have of the reality of the Re- 
ſurre&ion of Chriſt 2 - And if, by their belp, 
Witches can enter ( hambers inviſibly through 
Key-holes, and little unperceived Cranneys, and 
transform themſelves at pleaſure, What Arguments 
of Divinity are there in our Saviour's ſhes 
ing bimſelf in the midſt of bis Diſciples , when the 
Doors were ſhut, and bs Transfiguration in the 
Mount > Miracles are the great inducements of 


Be- 


Belief, and How ſhall we diſtinguiſh a Miracle 
from a Lying Wonder, a Teſtimony from Hea- 
ven, from aTrick of the Angels of Hell; if they 


can perform things that aſtoniſh and confound our 


Humane Nature * This Obje&ion 1s ſpiteful 
and miſchievous , but 1 thus endeayourto dil- 
patch it, 

(1.) The Wonders done by Confederacy with 
wicked Spirits , cannot derive a luſpition upon 
| the undoubted Miracles that were wrought by 
| the Author & Promulgers of our Religion,as if 

they were performed by Diabolical Compat, fince 
. their Spirit , Endeavours and Deſtones were no- 
 toriouſly contrary to all the Tendencies , Aims 
and Intereſts of the Kingdome of Darkneſs. For, 
as to the Life and Temper of the Bleſſed and 
Adorable FESUS, we know there was an 
incomparable ſweetneſs in his Nature, Flumility 
in his Manners, Calmneſs in his Temper, Compaſs 
fron in his Miracles , Modeſty in his Expreſ$ions, 
Holineſs in all his 4Gions , Hatred of Vice and 
Baſeneſs, and Loveto all the World ; all which 
are eſſentially contrary to the Nature and Conſti- 
ſticution of Apoſtate Spirits, who abound in | 
Pride and Rancour, Inſolence and Rudeneſs, Ty- 
ranny and Baſeneſs univerſal Malice, and Hatred 


of Men. And their Defignes are as oppolite, as 
H 2 ”-. 


\ 


Some Conſiderations about Witchcraft. 51 
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"SER 
Ah py 
s * 
"A. 


f Y 
en _ = bis... =” 04 
COTS Mo FM —_ Ly 4 
- ——_ > : b S a 44 © FOE _ '» bh - ws "I" p 
MY OTE WIN a, —_— y —— . —_ EW. ia y 
FS 1 y pI theta EF" - - - - » a _ Fane" 3 . 
A 4452 : B's * Top EI Mp: 09 mRm—_— -_— _— . pn ay! $ RI © FL a s by ow» 
- , af" 0 N6T CT OE OY —_ Me | WY mnetms + er 6 ae ys N : —"* IF. na. Weg GIST, - 
p 1:4 WW, ol OI 4 F425 ts = —_ : ta : p* _ » 7 *. 
_ _ : ———— "—_— 
o l , G7 " 


» 2" "_ 20 
mon es . 


, i OT 
” "OR 


52 Come (Conſiderations about Witchcraft. 


their Spirit and their Genizs. And now, Can 
the Sun borrow its Light from the bottomleſs 
Abyſs ? Can Heat and Warmth flow in upon 
the World trom the Regions of Snow and lce ? 
Can Fire freeze and Water burn? Can Natures, 
{o infinitely contrary, communicate,and jump in 
projets, that are deſtrnive to each others known 
Intereſts * Is there any Balſome in the ( ocka- 
trice's Exge ? or, Can the Spirit of Life flow 
from the Yenome of the 4ſp * Will the Prince of 
Darkneſs ſtrengthen the 4rm that is ftretcht out 
ro pluck his ſurp't Scepter,and his Speyls from 
him? And will he lend his Legions , to aſſiſt 
the Armies of his Enemy againſt him ? Noytheſc 
are impoſſible Suppoſals; No intelligent Be- 
ing will induſtriouſly and knowingly contri- 
bure to the Contradiftion of its own Principles, 


—_ 
* — "LIES 
— | — — 


the Defeatare of its Purpoſes, and the Raine of 


Its own dearelt Intereſts. There is no fear ther, 
that our Faith fhould receive prejudice from 
the acknowledgment of the Being of Witches, and 
power of evil Spirits, ſince "tis not the doing won- 
derful things that is the onely Evidence that the 
Holy JESUS was from God, and his Dofrixe 
true ; but the conjun&on of other circumſtan- 
ces, the holineſs of his Life, the reaſonableneſs of 
his Religion , and the excellency of his Defignes, 


added credit to his Works, and ftrengthned the 
great 


great Concluſion, That he could be no other than 
the Son of God, and Saviour of the World. Bur 
beſides, | ay, 
(2.) Thar ſince infinite Wiſdome and Goodneſs 
rules the World, it cannot be conceiv'd , that 
they ſhould give up the greatelt part of men to 
unavoidable deception. And if evil Angels, by 
their Confederates,are permitted to perform ſuch 
aſtoniſhing things, as ſeem ſo evidently to carry 
God's Seal and Power with them, for the confir- 
mation of Falſhoods , and gaining credit to [m- 
poſtors, withpur any counter-evidence to dilabule 
the World; | Mankind is expofed to ſad and 
fatal deluſion, And to ſay that Providence will 
ſuffer us to be deceived in things of the greateſt 
concernment, when we ule the beſt of our care 
and endeayours to prevent it, is to ſpeak hard 
things of God; and in effe&tto affirm, That He 
hath nothing to do in the Government of the 
World, or doth not concern Himlelf in the af- 
fairs of poor forlorn Men. And if the Provi- 
dence andGoodneſs of God be not a ſecurity unto 
us againſt ſuch Deceptions,we cannot be aſſured, 
but that we are always abuſed by thoſe miſchie- 
vous Agents, in the Objetts of plain ſenſe, andin 
all the matters of our dayly Converſes. If ONE 
that pretends he is immediately ſent from Ged, to 
overthrow the ancient Fabrick of Eſtabliſhed 


Worſhip, 
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Worſhip, and to ere a New Religion in His 
Name; ſhall be boyn of a Virgin, and honour'd 
by a miraculous Star ; proclaimed by a Song of 
ſeeming Angels of Light, and Worſhipped by the 
wiſe Sages of the World ; Revered by thole of 
the greateſt auſterity , and admired by all for a 
3 miraculous Wijdeme , beyond his Education and 
3 his Tears : If He ſhall feed Hultitudes with al- 
3 molt nothing, and faſt himſelf beyond all the poſ- 
ſibilities of Nature: If He ſhall be transformed 
intothe appearance of extraordinary Glory , and 
converle with departed Prophets in their viſible 
Forms : It He ſhall Cure all Diſcaſes without 
Phyſick or Endeavour, and raile the Dead to 
Life after they have ftunk in their Graves : It 
He ſhall be honoured by Yoyces from Heaven, 
and attract the univerſal Wonder of Princes and 
People : It he ſhall allay Tempeſts with a Beck, 
. and caſt out Devils with a Word : If He ſhall 
fore-tell his own Death particularly , with its 
Tragical Circumſtances, and his Refurrefion after 
it : If theVeil of the moſt Famous Temple in 
the World ſhall be rent, and the Sun darkened at 
his Funeral : If Heſhall, within the time fore- 
told, break the bonds of Death, and lift up his 
Head out of the Grave : If Multitxdes of other 
departed Souls ſhall ariſe with Him, to attend at 
the Solemnity of Eu Reſurreftion : If He ſhal! 


aſter 
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after Death, viſibly converſe with, eat and drink 
with, divers perſons, who could not be decei- 
ved in a matter of clear ſenſe,and aſcend in Glory 
in the-preſence of an aitoniſht and admiring 
Mulritude: 1 fay, if ſuch a One as this ſhould 

rove a Diabolical Impoſtor , and Providence 
{hould permit him to be ſo credited and ac- 
knowledged ; What poſlibility were there then 
for us to be aſſured, that weare not always de- 
ceived ? yea, that our very Faculties were not gi- 
ven us onely to delude and abuſe us? Andif 
ſo, the next Concluſion is, That there is no God 
that judgeth in the Earth, and the beſt, and moſt 
likely Fypothefis will be, That the World is given 
up to the Government of the Devils. Butit there 
be a Providence that ſupervileth us, (as nothing 
is more certain) doubtleſs , it will never ſuffer 
poor helpleſs Creatures to be inevitably deceived, 
by the craft and ſubtilty of their miſchievous Ene- 
my, to their undoing , but will without queſti- 
on take ſuch care , that the works wrought by 
Divine Power for the Confirmation of Divine 
Truth, ſhall have luch y:/ible Marks and Signa- 
tures, if notin their Nature, yet intheir Circum- 
ſtances , Ends and Defignes , as ſhall dilcover 
Whence they are, and (uthciently diſtinguiſh them 
from all Impoſtures and Veluſrons. And though 


wicked Spirits may pertorm ſome ſtrange 


things 
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things that may excite wonder for a while, yet 
He hath, and will ſo provide, that they ſhall be 
baffled and diſcredited; as we know it was in the 
cale of Moſes and the Zgyptian Magicians; 
Now, beſides what I have dire&tly ſaid to the 


Objeftion , I havethis to adde to the Objeftors, 


Thar I could wiſh they would take care of ſuch 
Suggeſtions ; which, it they overthrow not the 
Opinion they oppole, will dangeroully affront 
the Religion they would ſeem to acknowledge. 
For he that ſaith, That if there are. WITCHES, 
there is no way to prove that Chriſt Jelus was not 
a Magician, and Diabolical Impeſtor ; puts a dead- 
ly Weapon into the hands of the Infidel , and is 
himſelf next doortothe SIN AGAINST THE 
HOLY GHOST: of which,in order to the per- 

ſwading greater tenderneſs and caution in ſuch 
matters, I give this ſhort account, 


The S:n againſt the Holy Ghoſt is laid to be 
Unpardonable . by which Jad Attribure,and the 
Ditfcourle of our Saviour, Hat. XI. from the 
Xx11. to the xxx1ii Ver. we may underſtand its 
Narture : In order to which we conſider, T hat 
ſince the Mercies of God, and the Merits of his 
Son, are infinite,there is nothing can make a Sin 
unpardonable, but what makes it incurable, and 
there is no Sin but what is curable by a ftrons 

Faith, 
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Faith, and a vigerus Endeavour ; For all things 
are poſsible to him that belieyeth. So- that, that 
which makes a Sin incurable,muſt be fomewhar 
that makes Faith impoſible, and obſtructs all 
means of Conviction. In orderto the finding 
which,we muſt conſider the ways and methods 
the Divine Goodneſs hath taken for the beger- 
ting Faith, and cure of Infidelity : which it at- 
rempted, firſt, by the Prophets, and holy men 
of antient times ; who,by the excellency of their 
DoFrie, the greatnefs of their Miracles, and the 
holineſs of their Lives, endeavoured the convi- 
ion and reformation of a ſtubborn and un- 
believing World. Butthough Few believed their 
report, and men would not be prevail'd on by 
what they did, or what they ſaid, yet their In» 
fidelity was not hitherto incurable, becaule fur- 
ther means were provided in the FHiniſtry of 
John the Baptiſt, whoſe Lite was more ſevere, 
whoſe DoQtrines were more plain, prefling and 
particular; and therefore twas poſſible that He 
might have ſucceeded. Yea, and where He 
failed, and: could not open mens hearts and 
their eyes, the Effet was ſtill in poſsibility, and 
it might be expeRed from Him that came atter, 
ro whom the Prophets and John were but the 
Twilight and the Dawn. And though Hu mis 
raculows Birth,;the Song of Angels, the Journey of 

; I the 
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the Wiſe Men of the Eaſt, and the correſpondence 
of Propheſies, with the Circumſtances of the firſt 
appearance of the Wonderful Infant-: I fay,though 
thele had not been taken notice of, yet was 
racre a further proviſion made for the cure of 
Infidelity, his aſtoniſhing Wiſdom, and moſt ex» 
lent Duftrines;, For, He ſpþake as never Man 
did. And when Theſe were deſpiſed and negle- 
ted, yerthere were other means towards ( 0n- 
vichion, and Cure of Unbelief, in thoſe mighty 
Works that bore Teſtimony of Him, and ware 
the evident marks of Divine Power in their fore- 
heads. But when after all, thele clear and un- 
queſtionable Miracles which were wrought by 
the Spirit of God, and had eminently his Super- 


ſcription on them, ſhall be aſcribed tothe Agency 


of evil Spirits, and Diabolical (ompat, as they 
were by the malicious and fþightful Phariſees in 
the periods above-mentioned, whenthole great 
and laſt Teſtimonies againſt Infidelity, ſhall be 
laid to be but the Tricks of Sorcery,and Complot- 
ment with Hclliſh (onfederates, This is Blaſphes 
my 1n the higheſt, againſt the Power and Spirit 
of God, and ſuch.as cuts off all means of Convittis 
on, and puts the Unbeliever beyond all poſsbili- 
ties of (ure.For Miracles are God's Seal, and the 
great and laſt evidence of the truth of any Do- 
arine. And though, while theſe are onely dil- 

© Bs 
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. believed asto the Fa&,there remains a poſoibility 


of perſwaſion, yet, when the Fa# ſhall be ac- 
knowledg'd,bur the Power blaſpbemed, and the 
effeCts of the adorable Spirit maliciouſly imputed 
ro the Devils ; ſuch a Blaſphemy, ſuch an Infideli- 
ty 1s inctrable, and conſequently unpardonable, 
I fay, in ſum, the Sin againſt the Holy Choſt 
ſeems to be a malicious imputation of the Miracles 
wrought by the Spirit of God in our Saviour 
to Satanical ( onfederacy, and the power of 4po- 


ſtate Spirits; Than which, nothing 1s more 


blaſphemous, - and nothing is more like to pro- 
yoke the Holy Spirit that is ſo abuſed to an 
Eternal Dereli&ion of lo Vile and fo Incurable an 
Unbeliever. 

This account, as 'ris clear and reaſonable in 
it ſelf, ſo itis plainly lodg'd inthe mention'd 
Diſcourſe of our Saviour. And thoſe that ſpeak 
other things about ir,ſeem to meto talk at ran- 
dome,and perte&ly without book. Burto leave 
them to the fondneſs of their own conceits, I 
think ir now time to draw up to a Concluſion 
of the whole. | 
|  Therelote briefly, Sir, I have endeavoured 
in theſe Papers, which my reſpe& and your 
concernment in the ſubject have made yours,to 
remove the main prejudices I could thiok of,a- 
gainſt the exiſtence of Witches and App aritions ; 

I 2 and 


+ Rwy. 
4 wy Lands. oa. i —— : _ 
[4 P » Tu 4 At 4 3 | F94 p 70" ® CG » I 


60 Some Conſiderations about Witchcraft. 


and I'm fore I have ſuggeſted much more a: 

oainſt what I defend, than ever 1 heard or ſaw 

in any that oppoſed it ; whole;Diſcourſes,for | 
the moſt parr, have ſeemed to me inſpired by a 
lofty ſcorn 'of common belief , and ſome trivial = 
Notions of Vulgar Philoſophy. And indeſpiſing 

the Common Faith about matters of Fa ,” and 

fondly adhering to it in things of Speculation, 

they very groſly and abſurdly mittake : For in | 
things of Faft, the People are as much to be be- | 
liev'd as the molt /ubtile Philoſophers and Spe- 
culators; ſince here , Senſe is the Judge. But 
in matters of Notions and Theory , They are not 
at all to be heeded, becauſe Reaſon is to be Judge 
of theſe , and thus they know not how to aft, 
And yertthusit is with thole viſe Philoſophers, 
that will deny the plain evidence of the Senſes of 
Mankind, becaule they cannot reconcile appea- 
rances with the fond Crotchets of a Philoſo- | 
phy which they lighted on in the High-way by 
chance, and will adhere to at adventure. So that 
| profeſs, for mine own part, 1 never yet heard 
any of the confident Declaimers againſt Witch- 
craft and Apparitions , ſpeak any thing that 
might movea mind, in any degree inſtructed 
inthe generous kinds of Philoſophy, and Nature 
of things. And for the 0bjeFions I have recited, 
they are ſuch as riſe out of mine own thoughts, 
which 


"x 


which I obliged to conſider what was poſſble 
co be ſaid upon this cccaſton, For though I have 
examined Scor's Diſcovery, phancying that there 


I ſhould find the trong reaſons of mens dil-belief 


in this matter , yet I profeſs I met not with the 
leaſt ſuggeſtion in all that Farrago, but what ir 
had been ridiculous for me to have gone about 
to anſwer : For the Author doth little but tell 
odd Tales, and ſilly Legends, which he confutes 
and laughs at , and pretends this to be a Confu- 
tation ot the Being of Witches and Apparitions : 
Inall which, His Reaſonings are trifling and 
Childiſh ; and when He ventures at Philoſophy, 
He is little better than abſurd : So that 'will 
be a Wonder to me, if any bur Boys and 
Buffoons imbibe any Prejudices againſt a Be- 
liet ſo infinitely Confirmed, from the Looſe 
and Impotent Suggeſtions of ſo weak a Dit- 


courler. 


And now, Sir, 'tis fit that I relieve your pa- 
tience ; and I ſhall do ſo, when I have ſaid, 
that Ton can abundantly prove, what I have 
bur attempted to defend : And that among 
the many Obligations your Country hath to 
you , for the Wiſdome and Diligence of your 
Endeayours in its ſervice ; your Tngenious In- 


duſtry for the DeteFting of thale Vile Pratticers, 


15 
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is not the leaſt conſiderable. To which I will 
add no more , but the (onfeſfion who it is that 
hath given you all this trouble 3 which I know 
you are ready to pardon,to the reſpect and good 
Intentions ot 


SIR, 
Tour AﬀeFlionate and Obliged 


FHononrer and Servant, 
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Advertiſcments of ſome Books printed for and ſold 
by James Collins at his Shop in Weſtminſter- 
Hall, 1667. 


Lora Ceres & Pomona, or a Compleat Flo- 
rilege furniſhed with all requiſites belong- 
ing to a Floriſt, by John Rea, Gent. fol. 

Bentivolio and Uranica, wrote by N. Ingelo, 
D. D. fol. 

Forty Sermons preached by the late learned 
and famous Anthony Farrindon, B. D. fol. 

Biſhop Hall's Works in three Volumes, fol. 

The Compleat Angler , ſhewing the whole 
Art of Fiſhing in our Fngliſh Rivers, &xc. 82 

Mercurius ( entralis, a Diſcourſe of Subter- 
raneal Treaſure, 12. 

A Sermon preached before the Peers in the 
Abby-Church at Weſtminſter, upon the 10'® of 
Ofober, 1666. being a Falt ordered by His 
Majeſtie, in Conſideration of the late Dread- 
ful Fire, that conſumed the greater part of the 
City of London, by Seth Lord Biſhop of Exon. 
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